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ALBANY ANZAC CENTENARY COMMEMORATIONS 
Statement by Member for Albany 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [12.50 pm]: I congratulate all those concerned with the Albany Anzac Centenary 
commemorations. From the Albany Returned and Services League of Australia Sub-branch, Geoff Hand, who 
had the inspiration and imagination to formulate a submission to the federal government to build a national 
Anzac centre and have a re-enactment of the departure of the convoys; Peter Aspinall, who along with 
Geoff formed the Albany Centenary of Anzac Alliance to drive that idea to fruition, which in turn led to that 
commemorative weekend being accorded the national importance it so truly deserved and enabled the City of 
Albany to leverage off that to upgrade historic Stirling Terrace and develop the town square and town hall 
precinct, both of which were venues for entertainment over the three days; and Laurie Fraser for his role in 
coordinating the memorial services and the commemorative march on York Street. From the City of Albany, 
Adam Cousins, manager of cultural and community development, for all city events; Anthony McEwan, 
manager of special projects; Dean Lee, general manager, Albany Heritage Park; Julie-Ann Gray, stakeholder 
relations manager, communications; Matt Thompson, executive director, works and services; Rhys Skipper, in 
transport; Rae Batten, Rebecca Stephens and Vicki Webster from the chief executive officer’s office; and 
Graham Foster, who oversaw the whole project. 

In the lead-up to the commemorations, Tracy Sleeman and her wonderful team at the Albany and Regional 
Volunteer Centre worked closely with the City of Albany and played a crucial role in providing information and 
resources to make the volunteer experience a rewarding and memorable affair. There were 427 volunteers from 
all walks of life and abilities who helped. Thank you. 
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